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NEWSLETTER MARCH MEETING
Amy Roberts Vance House

7:30 o'clock, March 20, 1974

Thomas R. Ferguson, whose father was pastor of the Buckhannon
Presbyterian Church and whose family has been closely associated
with the French Creek congregation, will speak on the subject:
"Presbyterians in Central West Virginia."

APRII, DINNER MEETING

John E., Stealey III, a native of Clarksburg and a direct descendant of
Jacob Stealey, Clarksburg’s tanner who built the Amy Roberts Vance House
in 1807, will speak at the spring dinner meeting scheduled for 6:30 o'clock
on April 17, 1974, at the Sheraton Inn in Clarksburg. Dr. Stealey wrote a
dissertation on the salt industry in the Kanawha Valley as part of the
requirements for a doctorate from West Virginia University, has contributed
a number of articles and reviews to West Virginia History and other journals,
and is currently writing a history of Storer College. He is chairman of the
Division of Social Sciences at Shepherd College, Shepherdstown, West Virginia.

The Society will honor Dr. Stealey during the hour 5:30-6:30 o'clock at
a reception in the Amy Roberts Vance House. Members of the Society and
their guests are invited to attend the reception and the dinner.

Reservations for the dinner and the reception may be made by filling in
and mailing the form at the bottom of this page.

SOCIETY BUSINESS

Jack Sandy Anderson and Madge McDaniel, who indexed Haymond's History
of Harrison County and handled the business of reprinting and selling the
book, report that as of March 1, 1974, they have paid all bills and have
collected $1543.02 as profit for the Society. The board of directors voted
in January to deposit $1300 of the amount in a savings certificate.

Mr. E. A. Payne, treasurer, at the February 20, 1974, meeting, read
$2471.35 as the amount in the treasury of the Society. This balance will
soon take a tumble because in March a painter will re-plaster cracks in
ceilings and re-paint woodwork in the Vance House.

The Society on March 1 had 290 members; that is, if members will send
their dues for 1974. The notice of dues payment was printed at the bottam
of the December mailing of "Notice of Monthly Meeting." Many of the members
must have been looking for "the envelope with a window" which in the past
has been used in January to send bills for dues, for almost one half failed
to mail dues. Mr. Payne is mailing a bill to those of you who did not see
the first notice.

If dues are not paid by May 1, delinquent members will be dropped from
the active membership list and mailing list.

A nominating committee consisting of William H. Bever, chairman, Willis
Tetrick, Jr., and John H. S. Martin, will present a slate of 1974-1975
officers who, with nominations from the floor, will be voted on at the April
17 meeting.
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THE COLLECTION

The west front room on the second floor will be fashioned during early
April into "a study" with the Smith desk, display cases, books, and nine-
teenth century chairs used in the decor.

Accessions:

Haymond family surveying instruments. Loaned by Mrs. Frank
(Emma Findlay) Atterholt. Includes: 18th century compass
which belonged to Major William Haymond, Harrison County
Surveyor 1784-1821; "Jacob's Staff" used by Major Thomas
Haymond (son of Major William Haymond), Harrison County
Surveyor 1821-1853; theodolite presented by the Virginia
General Assembly, circa 1840, to Colonel Luther Haymond in
recognition of his services to the state as master surveyor.
Mrs. Atterholt is a great—-granddaughter of Colonel Luther
Haymond.

Brass buckle and cavalry uniform buttons (Union Army, War
Between the States) worn Ly Colonel Marcus Richardson of
Philadelphia. Gift of Helen Hite Martin (Mrs. John H. S.
Martin), a great niece of Colonel Richardson.

Prints and glass photographic plates of photographs taken by
Muta V. Swiger of Shinnston in the early years of the century.
They include Monongah Mine explosion scenes 1907. The plates
and prints are the gift of Jack Sandy Anderson.

Two glass canes; ornamental; one blue-green twisted, the other
candy-stripe twisted. The gift of Robert S. Wilson, M. D.

Early jig saw operated by a treadle., Gift of Robert S. Wilson,
M. D.

SPECIAL OFFER TO MEMBERS

Members still may purchase copies of the 1973 reprinted issue of
History of Harrison County by Henry Haymond for $12.75. Mail orders to:
History Book Fund, 511 Stout Street, Bridgeport, WV 26330.

GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT

The Genealogical Department has moved downstairs
to the area formerly labeled “"the office."

Mrs. Linder, chaiman of the department, has announced that new cards
have been added to the files and that some of the records held by the Society
will take a family line back several generations before members of the
family came to Harrison County. She suggests that individuals searching for
an ancestor who served in The American Revolution, or for data on a family
line, use the following indexes to the department:

1. Surname Card File which is an index to individuals whose
names are found in the manuscript holdings of the Society.,

2. Picture Card File which is an index to photographs of sites
and individuals held by the Society.

3. General Topics File which is an index to family history
other than that filed under an individual name.

4. Books published as indexes to sources of information
elsewhere in the United States.

Recent accessions:
Records and notebooks on the Reeder family prepared by Truman
Reeder, Presented by Mrs. Truman Reeder.

Biographical sketches from History of Greene County, Pa., by
Samuel P, Bates (1888). Zeroxed and indexed by Mrs. Paul
Poulicos and presented by Mrs. Paul Poulicos.

The first eighteen volumes (except for the fourteenth) of West
Virginia.Encyclopedia. The fifty-volume set currently being
published by Jim Comstock was purchased by the Society in part
with a gift, in memory of Frank Muldoon, M. D., presented by
Mrs. Frank Muldoon.

Remember to list your family line in the Researchers Card File so that
information can be shared with others!
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