pelter Toepsite

During the last year of Grever Oleveland's Seeend
Adriniotration (1807), ™1 Font Fewder Company Located a
Plect Towder MLIL en the hill., It aperated until on exnlorion
clennd the mill Jowvn in 1901, The land remained as a farm
mtil the year 1010 during which time it was known ns bPeudor
Hi11, '

Feur heuscs presently occupie? by John Walsh, ?irs.

ﬁ'“ Lered {{’ A
Lasure, Frcd Hickman and Umberto Raschztla, were constructed

before the turn of the century by the Du Pont Fewder Company.

The Fairmont and Clarksburg Tracticn Company coperated
o inter-urkon line hetween the two rcities starting in carlyx
1607,

Nuring 1910 the Grassclli Chemical Company started
censtruction for the towvm of Spelter and the Zine Smelter
Vlant, DRy 1011, O lrgunes had been completed and bev 1915
th~ Teumnaite coneisted of 175 heuneecg and had a pornlation of
arrrerinately 1500,

A owinging bridse across the West Fork Piver leadine
te the inter-urban line was constructed in 1010, The inter-
nrbon station vas tnown as Zeising, named f£-r Richara Zeieing,
“he Tonager of the Zine Division of the Qrasscl1li Chermical
-Cemrany.,  The official name of the Teowneite has alvays hecen
Spelter, es a plat {s recorded in the office of the County
Clerl of Harrisen County showing the Towneite of Spelter,

Puring the early days, life wns quite simple. oOnn~
little echoclhouse ¢n top of the hill, no church, no pnet
office, no waren bridge aerces the river., no autcemobiles, and

but 1ittle money.



The carly ecttlers of this town consisted of the

follrwing namese

“urenico Alvarez
F.M¥, Zuvishor
Antene Fernandez
Geerge Hill

Guy Mehaniel
Niaro Vasquez
Angelo Terrd

P. Blanco

N. Cuetn

I’d Trecl

Teny Vastro
Steve Shanto
John Foppa
Mary Bitonti
Yate Lepon

Joe Alvares
Palrh Vorreor
Tony Fernandez
George Carrventer
Kinsey Greene

Jo wiee

M, Ovies

Jee Yedina

Jee Huerta

Joe Menendez
Jake Shingleton
NDewitt Shingleton
Antonino loria
J.R. Palmer

George Corbin

Pugnne Alvarez was cne early settler, bhe moved here

in 1211 and he and his wife Mery have occupicd the sams housn

fer the past 53 years, There vere many of them vho have rassed

ooy ot this time,

During the yearm 1911 to 1913 the three strres were Hill

“tore Company, F.J. Fessler and Sam Billotd.,

The present School Building wae ecnstructed dveine the

year 1013 and alditional reome have been adied later. The Vamen

Prides acrnss the West Torl Piver twwas eenstructed Auriny the

vear 1004, The Toat Office wes establisbhod ot Sfrelt-r en l'arch

~0, o0,

The inter-urban line ran cars from 6:00 in the rorning

until 11:00 at nicht en en hourly achedule., There vers three

rassendger trains daily in both directi-ms,

The cottages in the Townsite rented for $11.00 per menth

and gae was 10¢ per 1000/cu.ft,

The larrer hewmes rented for a

little meore. The occupants were provided with free vater, garbage

dispreal and major repairs such as painting cf their houses.



N

The Townsite has always consisted of a fine grcoup of
peeple and the steady employment has made the people of the
community juest a little more secure than scme of their neighbors
in other communities. The pecple cf the Townsite have had
almest as many employers at the plant as the state of Texas
has had flags.

The Grasselli Chemical Company owned the Townsite and
operated the plant from 1910-11 to October 31, 1928, E.I.

Pu Pont De Memcurs & Co., Inc., owned the Townsite and operated
the plant from November 1, 1928, to August 31, 1950, Since
September 1, 1950, Matthiessen & Hegeler Zinc Company cperagéd
the plant. 42 Jeve 1779 T hiDid monld Froe Jan 1973 4o

Du Font sold the Townsite to Jehn J. Mochetti on Septem-
Eer 1, 1950, who immediately sold the houses and the renters
berome owners and since that time have made many improvements
to their homes. The residents of the Townsite at the jresent
time have a goed school, two churches and a fine Veolunteer Fire

Department which is second to none,

A.B. Morrison
April 20, 1964



