< Historical Sketch

West Fork River Men and Clark's Campaign of 1781

Settlers on the headwaters of the Monongahela River knew in 1776 that formal war with
Grest Britain had ended the lull in Indian harassment which followed Lewis' 1774 victory
at Point Pleasant. Early in the spring of 1777 Patrick Henry, governor of Virginia, issued
a proclamation advising "the inhabitants of the frontier to retire into the interior as
soon as practicable." General Hand sent an express from Fort Pitt to tell frontiersmen in
the Monongahela Valley to abandon their settlements and "forthwith seek shelter in some
contiguous fortress or retire east of the mountains."? In June 1777 British General Henry
Hamilton, stationed at Detroit, received word from London to arm the Indians, use them as
‘ allies, and encourage their raids on the settlements.

The frontiersmen in the West Fork River area did not follow the instructions to retire
east of the mountains. They stayed in their settlements depending on the vigilance of
scouting parties and the walls of their forts for orotection during the year that would be
remembered by them as "the bloody year of the three sevens." They expected no help from
the Virginia Assembly other than the customary per diem payment to militiamen in the
settlements when on assignment as scouts to watch for incursions by Indian raiders.

The surprise of a military effort having occurred in the West, as well as the news
of a victory, caused the great rejoicing everywhere on the Kentucky-Virginia frontier when
the people heard that George Rogers Clark had taken Kaskaskia July 4-5, 1778, and that
Vincennes had surrendered on July 14, 1778, Clark had traveled to Wwilliamsburg, Virginia,
the November before and had suggested the campaign which the governor's council thought
so risky that even though the members gave Clark permission for the project, they did not
tell the Virginia Assembly of their decision. After returning to Kentucky in the spring of
1778, Clark did not reveal to the members of his 178-man army the nature of the campaign
until just before they started into the Iilinois country.2

Sometime after July 1778 the people who lived in the bowl-shaped piece of land
surrounded by Elk Creek just before it flows into the wWest'Fork of the Mononoahela ARiver
held a meeting at which Samuel Shinn suggested that the settlement be named "Clarksburg"
in honor of the hero of the frontier.

Frontiersmen continued to "fort up" during the years following Clark's campaign into
the Illinois country. They dared not leave their posts in the forts tn answer the eight
calls oy the Virginia Ascembly for troops.4 Their eyes were turned toward Detroit, the hive
from which the Indians swarmed to molest the settlements. There could be no peace on the
frontier until Detroit was in the hands of the Americans. When the men in the uWest Fork
and Tygart rivers areas heard late in 1780 that the VYirgiria Assembly had authorized a
preliminary 75,000 pounds® to finance 300 boats® to be built on the Mononcahela River and
that a supply officer had purchased from fonongahela farmers thousands of pounds of grain
to be ground into flour for military forces to march with Clark to Detroit, the men who
lived on the upper reaches of the Monongahela River decided tc march with their hero.

They may have suspected that Cl-rk had problems uhen they were notified early in 1781
that the rendezvous with Clark at Fort Pitt had been postponed from spring until summer.
Although many provisions could not be supplied until June7, Clark's grandiose plans were
most seriously threatened by the undependable militia.B® Clark was in Uinchester, Virginia,
February 10 _on the road from Richmond to Fort Pitt and "extreamly anxious to get to
Pitts'ourg.”9 He learned by talking to militia officers in two VYirginia counties near
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Winchester that recruiting would not be easy even though Governor Jefferson had sent
orders for the officers to mobilize the militia in the two counties and to march with Clark,
Berkeley and Hampshire counties refused to send the 700 men reguested. The Berkeley County
colonel complained that the "falls of the Ohio were too far away", that the men would
suffer any punishment rather than go. Colonel Joseph Crockett wrote Governor Jefferson
from Shepherdstown, Virginia, that he was equipping the regiment which was naked for want
of linen; that Colonel Clark had informed him linen would be at Winchester but Crockett
did not know where to apply for shoes which his men were "entirely wothout ,"10

The names of just nine of the more than one hundred volunteers who reported at Nutter's
Fort near Clarksburg on June 20, 1781, have been found.,11 william Lowther was in command as
major; George Jackson was captain; William white, lgt lieutenant; Jacob vestfall, 2d lieutenant;
Hezekiah Davisson, ensign12° John Maughan, adjutant13; Christopher Nutter ®, Jacob Bush, and
Alexander West, militiamen. S The men descended the West Fork River to Morgantown, where
they came under the command of Zachariah Morgan and on to the New Store! s where they came
under the command of Colonel Crockett. "The object of this expedition as this applicant
[For penSion] wes informed by General Clark was to march to Detroit which was in the
possession of the British, and if possible to take that place. The two regiments took water
on board of boats at the New Store the 20th of July and descended the river and landed four
miles below Fort Pitt and continued there for some days collecting provisions."17

Clark had suffered a severe blow when Colonel David Broadhead, commandant at Fort Pitt,
refused to assign him Colonel George Gibson and a regiment as had been requested by Governor
Jefferson and General Washington.18 Clark had failed to heal the split into factions by the
militia's petty local rivalries, the envy their leaders felt of Clark himself, and the
never—-ending jealousies and bickerings between the Virginians and the Pennsylvanians.19
Worst of all, Clark learned that Patrick Henry had pushed through the Virginia Assembly a
resolution authorizing Governor Jefferson "to put a stop to the Expedition lately ordered
against Detroit, and to take all necessary steps for disposing of, or applying t= other uses,
the stores and provisions laid in for that purpose." Jefferson did not act on the authori-
zation, but the damage was done. Henry, who harbored personal hostility for Jefferson, had
let the military secret slip and had given the Greenbrier County militia an excuse to leave
Fort Pitt and start home.20 Clark left for Wheeling, on the Ohioc River, where he expected
to find 1,000 troops from beyond the mountains. They did not arrive.2' On August 4 Clark
wrote Governor Jefferson from Wheeling: "I have relinquished my expectation relative to the
plans heretofore and shall drop down the river with the men I have, amounting to about 400
consisting of Crockett's regiment, Craig's artillery, volunteers, etc...If I find it out
of my power to do anything of greatest imcortance, I shall dispose of public stores to the
greatest advantage. I feel for the dreadful consequences that will ensue throughout the
frontier if nothing is done. This country already begins to suspect it and to invite me to
execute some plans of their own, but I shall no longer trust them.22 Men were deserting so
Fast that Clark knew he could not wait for Archibald Lochry, the one Pennsylvanian who had
agreed to go_yith the 107 men he had raised in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, at his
own expense. Clark left word for Lochry to follow downstream,

10. Virginia, Calendar of State Papers, 1:461, 572,

11. Eight of the nine names were in records of applications for pensions from the federal
government for which militia veterans were not eligible until 1832, After a period of fifty-one
years, it is probable that most of the militiamen involved never applied for pensions.

12, Virginia (W. Va,), Harrison County, Court, Order Book 1832-1837, pp. 158-9.

13. Lucullus Virgil McWhorter, The Gorder Settlers of Northwestern Virginia, p. 113,

14, Virginia (W. Va,), Harrison County, Court, Order Book 1832-1837, pp. 158-9,

15, Mcuhorter, p. 144,

16. Present-day Elizabeth, Pennsylvania.

17. Jacob UWestfall in McWhorter, p., 113,

18. William Hayden English, Conguest of the Country Northwest of the River Ohig, 1778-1783,
2:712,
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20, Bakeless, p. 275.

21, "...at Fort Henry...he expected to be joined by one thousand militia from east of the
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Clark stopped for a few days on an island below the mouth of the Little Kanawha
River?4 to wait for Lochry. "Several men deserted and a council was held and the idea of
marching to Detroit was abandoned as the force was considered by us to be insufficient, It
was then determined by the general and officers to continue down the river to Kentucky and
raise an additional force of Kentucky militia and march out against sume of the Indian
towns."25

Not all the officers agreed with Clark, who had chosen a poor place to stop becausse
the frontiersmen from the West Fork River area could follow the trail up the Little Kanawha
River to its headwaters and be home in a few hours, "During their march down the Ohio River
many of the volunteers run off. Major Lowther, finding his company very much weakened=—-—-
they had fallen below his expectation-—--and in consequence of which Major Lowther threw up
his commission and Clark accepted of it and he [Lowther} returned home."26 Clark was forced
to leave the island immediately to get his men farther from their homes.27 He fastened on
a limb overhanging the river orders for Lochry to follow and moved downstream,

Clark, sxpecting Lochry somon to join him, arrived with the men who stayed with him at
the falls of the Ohio near Louisville, Kentucky, on August 19, 1781, Poor Lochry! The British,
with full knowledge of Clark's plans2B, had Indians watching the flotilla, When British
Intelligence learned that Clark and Lochry were separated, Indians attacked Lochry on
August 24 while he and his men pastured horses along the Ohio side of the stream, The attack
wiped out Lochry and more than one half of the men from Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania.
It finished Clark's campaign,?22

Accepting that the onset of winter and a shortage of troops---even with the offer of
500 of the 760-man strength of the militia of three newly organized Kentucky counties30—-=
would prevent the long trek to Detroit, Clark wanted to carry a counteroffensive into the
Indian country while he had boats, supplies, and a fairly large force. No doubt it was during
deliberations over the wisdom of the foray that Clark asked for a volunteer to visit
Vincennes "to ascertain the temper of the French and Indians. Col. [George] Jackson alone
volunteered, and with two Indian guides passed through a wilderness of some considerable
extent to that place, where by the assistance of a guide, he learned that it would be unsafe
to show himself, which was exemplified in the death of Maj. Hardin sent on a similar mission
afterwards,"31 The militia officers met with Clark, decided against an expedition into the
Indian country, and recommended another attempt on Detroit in the spring of 1782,

The company of 104 men from the headwaters of the Monongahela River commanded by
Captain George Jackson was discharged by Clark late in 1781, Except for the sick, who stayed
in Louisville until spring, the men marched under the command of Jackson from the falls of
the Ohio River to Nutter's Fort, where they had volunteered,>

In December 1781 the Virginia Assembly passed a resolution which forbade the state to
support a march to Detroit., 3itterly did Brigadier General Clark reflect that, with only
five hundred more men, he would have taken Detroit long before that, thereby providing
complete security for most of the western frontier.33

The effort of the men from the headwaters of the Monongahela River contributed more
to the American Revolution than has been gsnerally recognized., The campaign of 1781 did
more than postpone for that year a decisive British movement against the frontier,
Historians believe that Clark's most important service during the years 1777-1783 was helping
to force Great Britain into financial exhaustion. The enormous outlays to the Indians in
the Wwest for arms, pouwder, lead, food, and liquor---required to hold Clark's forces in
abeyance---was a great burden on the British treasury. Diplomatic correspondence leading to
the peace following the conflict show that Great Britain lost the war by sheer lack of money,
a shortage caused chiefly by expensive Indian warfare in the West,.34
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28, "Joseph Brant---otherwise the Mohawk chief, Thayandanagea---was sent west to lead Indians
against Clark's fleet, on its way to Kentucky. With a white man's civilian and military
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of the same that he was captivated at Col. Archibald Lockrees [Lochry's] defeat on the Ohio
River in the year 1781, and that he was captivated on the first day of August in said year,
and returned to the mouth of Grave Creek on the east side of the Ohio on the 16th day of
July 1784,'" Henry Haymond, History of Harrison County, p. 152. Stackhouse must have been
mistaken as to the date of Lochry's defeat which occurred August 24, 1781,
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